The October meeting of the Mount Airy Clay Breakers was held at the home of Marilyn Berkutt.
An-mformative presentation was-given-by Lee Duer of the Wild Bird Center in-Walderf MD. On
Landscaping & Feeding to Attract Birds. Horticulture Chairperson, Marion Moreland also
talked abeut attracting birds with-plants; Virginia Creeper and Calicarpa (Beauty Berry).

The next meeting will take place on November 9 at the home of Elaine Arnold. Gene Sumi,

Behnke’s- Nursery; will present-a-program on Building a Bird Sanctuary-Plant-Aspeet of Gfgatmg
Bird Habitats:



The November meeting of the Mt. Airy Clay Breakers Garden Club was held
at the home of Elaine Arnold. An informative presentation was given by Mr.
Roozen of Roozen Nursery & Garden Center in Ft. Washington, Maryland.
The presentation was on planting and building bird habitats. Hoerticulture
Chairperson, Marion Moreland, talked about the Norway Spruee, which is a
good cover for cardinals and squirrels. |

The next meeting will take place on December 14 at the home of Susan

Hanin. This will be our Christmas Dinner and gift exchange.



The February meeting of the Mt. Airy Clay Breakers Garden Club was held at the Clinton
Presbyterian Church. An informative talk was give by Bob Aldie, Master Gardener, from the
Potomac Rose Society. He discussed the IPM Program , Integrated Pest Management, for
growing roses. Our horticulture chairman gave a talk on the Bereford Holly which is a hardy
holly. She stated that the birds like to eat the berries when they have turned black and fallen off

The Clay Breakers will be having a plant sale in May, the time and place to follow.

Our next meeting will be at the home of Julie Harrison and the program will be Shady Garden
Perennials.



The March meeting of the Mt. Airy Clay Breakers Garden Club was held at the home of Julie
Harrison. The guest speaker was Mrs. Audrey Whitney from the LDCC. She spoke on shady
garden perennials. Our horticulture chairperson continued her discussion of attracting birds and
a good plant to attract birds in the garden is the Zinnia, the color attracts songbirds such as
cardinals, buntings and butterflies. She also said that now is the time to purchase seeds,
especially gourd seeds as they sell out quickly. Our conservation chairperson read an article
from the Behnke GardeNews which said that they will be featuring Mid-Atlantic native plants
recommended by the ACB and they will be tagged “Bay Safe” plants. A list of these plants will

be available at the nursery. The “Clay Breakers” annual plant sale will be held the first Saturday
in May — details to follow.
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Here is the article for the next available issue of The Enquirer Gazette.

The May meeting of the Mt. Airy Clay Breakers Garden Club was held at the Maryland
Cooperative Extension Office in Clinton. Our guest speaker was Robert Stewart, Agent
University of Maryland, Maryland Cooperative Extension Service. Mr. Stewart gave us an
overview of the programs of this office. They are Agriculture, 4-H, Family Consumer Science
(formerly home economics) and Horticulture (which is divided up into two categories, Edible
and Ornamental). The horticulture has programs are for commercial landscapers and garden
centers. These programs are designed to teach them to use less pesticides by using the IPM
methods which are cultural, mechanical biological and chemical controls. He also explained that
there is also a program of Alternative Agricultural Crops. This is designed to get the farmers
away from growing tobacco. Our horticulture chairperson, Marion Moreland brought a cutting
from coral bells. She said that this plant is a good border plant and humming birds are attracted
to its bright red or pink flowers.

Thank you,

Mary Jane Bishop

Recording Secretary

Mt. Airy Clay Breaker Garden Club
(301) 868-2431






